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and the primerhinifter, who exercife 
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Sollee a ths fa influence, ant enjoyed the 
a es as the pritfts in Egypt. Devot- 
ae a to the intereft of their order, they ufurped ” 
ge w le province of fuperftition; pretended 
ee fein ration ; and. predicted future events,’ by 
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DMA porestet prot ore to man. 
_ They built temples to the ftars on the tops of 
high mountains, and in the midft of groves ; 
‘kindled in them the ever-burning fires ; 
~ adorned ‘them with images or ftatues, and 
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: , nt emeepgeyis is 
a aed Oy biftoriant who ‘lived 
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rary Epigenes, whom Pliny quotes 
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~ This theory, however, sg dines naiene of | 
~ the univerfe, which Pythage “learned in 






” re eaten obfervation.. The 
a had made little progrefs in afcertain- 
phenomena, or explaining the prin- 
~‘ciph of aftronomy ; and fo imperfect was 

"their theory of the heavenly bodies, that they 
- *‘gould not everf fortel the eclipfes of the 
fan and moon*. ‘Their incapacity for this, 
now one of the eafieft. acquifitions in the 
 feience, difcovers no accurate or extenfive 
knowledge of the celeftial’ phenomena. It is 
able too, that fome of the difcoveries, af- 
ed to them in the earlier ages of their hif- 
at.a later period. Not- 
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Lybra was no lefs famed f 
induftry, and improvement. “% 
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